Book Club — Monday, September 17, 9:30 a.m.

‘Wingshooters’

by Nina Revoyr

Revoyr continues her unique and affecting exploration of American racism
in @ concentrated novel that draws breathtaking contrasts between all that
is beautiful in life and the malignancy of hate.

Charlie, an alpha blue-collar male and a bigot like
his buddies, is horrified when his son marries a
ML Japanese exchange student. Yet when nine-year-
% old Michelle, his only grandchild, is abandoned by
L her estranged and feckless parents and left with
N .+'.J-.__ her grandparents in their small, xenophobic
Wisconsin town, Charlie loves her without
restraint. As Deerhorn’s first and only person of
color, Michelle is subjected to constant insults
and assaults, so Charlie teaches her to fight and
shoot a gun, as well as to appreciate nature and
play baseball. He calls her Mike, and she is
® beyond tomboyish, roaming the countryside with
= her only friend, her dog. Then the Garretts, an
~ African American couple—she’s a nurse; he's a
= teacher—arrive and ignite the town’s worst fears
~and fury. Revoyr writes rhapsodically of a young
Al girl’s enthrallment to the natural world and
charts, with rising intensity, her resilient narrator’s "
painful awakening to human failings and senseless
violence. In this shattering northern variation on To Kill a
Mockingbird, Revoyr drives to the very heart of tragic
ignorance, unreason, and savagery.

Nina was born in Tokyo and raised in Japan, Wisconsin, and Los
Angeles, where she currently lives. She is an avid hiker, Green Bay
Packers fan, Lakers fan, and lover of baseball (especially the Los
Angeles Angels of Anaheim. Really, that's their name.) She also loves
dogs. A lot. When not writing or working, she is usually busy chasing

around her English Springer Spaniel, Russell, or her Border Collie, Ariat. ¢




